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Agenda 2030: Transforming Our World

The ambitious Agenda 2030: Transforming Our World for Sustainable Development , adopted by 193 
states in September 2015, set the highest benchmark for political consensus in the history of develop-
ment frameworks. After extensive consultations involving various actors for three years, the framework 
is spelt across 17 goals and 169 targets focusing social, economic and environmental dimensions of 
development. Reckoned to be a game-changer for both people and the planet, the framework is an 
intricate merger of development and sustainability approaches - from universal healthcare requiring 
further investments unto responsible consumption emphasizing conservation of finite resources. Balanc-
ing the two will rest on seriousness of political will and subtlety of development programming to 
achieve the complex task of scaling up MDGs progress while not losing sight of the challenges confront-
ing our future. The five Ps (People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnerships) in the preamble of the 
Agenda 2030,  reinforce the need for prioritizing human dignity at the core of development visions 
through meaningful partnerships in a peaceful and prosperous world sensitive towards our planetary 
limitations. The taglines like Universal goals and Leaving No one behind clearly articulate the agenda’s 
breadth and its transformative ambition for our collective future.

However, despite the agenda’s universal mandate, the situation urges the need for balancing strategic 
priorities, especially in case of developing countries which may have very different starting points, 
variant available resources, and, unique sets of challenges. Besides, when approached as outcomes, the 
aspired achievement of these goals will depend on various critical factors like geo-strategic, macroeco-
nomic and foreign policy aspects to attune to the mandate for realizing transformative change in the 
world. Moreover, Agenda 2030’s success will depend on its ability to keep up with the benchmark set 
by normative frameworks in upholding dignity, equality and rights at the heart of development ambi-
tions. 
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National Context: Country readiness for SDGs

a)  Social Development  
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Five Stage stakehoder Engagement Framework
Redrawm from: krick et al. (2005, 11)
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Translating Global Ambitions into National Actions: 
Way forward on SDGs implementation
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a)   Implementation Infrastructure:
i.   Parliamentary Taskforces
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ii.  Planning and Development Commission
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iii.  Bureau of Statistics
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iv.   Civil Society
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i.     Standard of Living for all

b)  Social Development for all
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